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NAPNAP 2021-2026 Research Agenda  

Overview  

The mission of the National Association of Pediatric Nurse Practitioners (NAPNAP) is to 
empower pediatric-focused advanced practice registered nurses (APRNs) and key partners to 
optimize child and family health. To support this mission and the NAPNAP strategic plan, the 
NAPNAP 2021-2026 research agenda was developed to identify urgent and emergent pediatric-
focused research and clinical priorities. The research agenda content was determined by input 
from the NAPNAP membership and the expertise of the NAPNAP Research Committee 
members with guidance and final approval from the NAPNAP Executive Board.  

The Challenge 

Despite many challenges facing our profession, NAPNAP’s mission to optimize child and family 
health is a priority and critical to the well-being of the health of our country. These challenges 
require rapid adaptation to contextualize how research priorities identified by NAPNAP’s 
membership and leaders transverse multiple socioecological influences on child health and the 
complex risk factors that must be considered in the interest of protecting our most valuable 
assets – our children. Some of these challenges stem from: 

1. Decreased pediatric health care workforce numbers with critical shortages predicted 
2. Successes in pediatric health care 

a. Increased survival of children with chronic health conditions, disability, and life-
limiting illnesses that require an increased workforce and expanded care models 
to include transitions in care and improvements in self and family management 

b. Increased public health and political awareness of the impact of adverse 
childhood experiences on lifelong health, necessitating changes in preparation of 
pediatric health care providers to identify, manage, mitigate, or prevent adverse 
childhood experiences 

3. Technological advances that impact healthcare delivery 
a. Consumer reliance on digital and user-generated content as a reliable source of 

health information 
b. Rapid innovation in electronic health records, evolving reimbursement models, 

and increased data utilization without well-established mechanisms for 
collaboration and consolidation of data sharing between hospital systems and 
community pediatric providers 

4. Continuation (and worsening) of long-standing national public health crises: 
a. Health inequities 
b. Racial injustices 
c. Rising social and mental health problems 

5. Epidemics/pandemics 
a. Disproportionate health effects on marginalized communities 
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b. Pronounced lack of psychological and economic resources leading to an 
exacerbation of determinants of health that lead to further health inequities 

c. Vaccine hesitancy 
6. Reduction in research funding in the field of pediatrics  

 
Research and Scholarship to Address Current Challenges 

NAPNAP is committed to engaging pediatric-focused APRNs and other key pediatric partners in 
innovative research, evidence-based and quality improvement projects, and scholarship that 
address the challenges listed above. Moreover, NAPNAP endorses the use of intersectionality 
and biosocial frameworks when addressing these challenges. These frameworks highlight the 
multiplicity of children’s and families’ lived experience, the influence of sociopolitical power, and 
the mutually constituting forces of biology and socioecological environments that impact the 
health and well-being of children and families across the lifespan.  

Development of this research agenda and identification of research priorities is a key method of 
fulfilling NAPNAP’s mission as well as the 2020-2023 strategic plan and future strategic plans. 
The core areas of the strategic plan – child health and wellness, membership engagement, 
association outreach and operational infrastructure and sustainability – are embedded in the 
2021-2026 NAPNAP research agenda. The NAPNAP Research Committee supports members 
interested in building diverse, inclusive, sustainable, and innovative programs of research, and 
provides expertise to support the development of a diverse pipeline of pediatric-focused APRNs 
seeking doctoral education, including DNP and PhD tracks. As such, in partnership with the 
NAPNAP Executive Board, the NAPNAP Research Committee will operationalize this agenda by: 
1) Communicating the agenda to all NAPNAP members through publication, NAPNAP website 
and social media platforms; 2) Integrating of the agenda into the annual call for conference 
abstracts and other educational opportunities to disseminate information; 3) Enhancing 
research strategic goals by sharing the research agenda and priorities with NAPNAP 
committees and task forces and ensure the agenda and priorities remain current and relevant 
to NAPNAP’s mission and goals; and 4) Advocating for additional sources of funding by 
exploring external audiences such as foundations and the National Institutes of Health, 
National Institute of Nursing Research and by partnering with academic programs in 
collaborative research. 

The following is a diagram summarizing the research priorities for the NAPNAP 2021-2026 
research agenda. Within each theme, specific research and/or clinical priority areas are 
identified. These are meant to be a guide to researchers and clinicians looking to study child 
health. Determinants of Health has been further divided into five categories guided by the 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC).  

 

Approved by the NAPNAP Executive Board on August 10, 2021. 

https://www.cdc.gov/nchhstp/socialdeterminants/faq.html


Health Behaviors
• Lifestyle behaviors: family, sleep, 

nutrition, activity
• Mental health & well-being 

promotion
• Technology/screen time

Clinical Care
• Infectious disease prevention
• Immunizations/vaccine hesitancy 
• Developmental and WCC Screening
• Transition of care from pediatrics to 

adult health care
• Health technologies

• Patient-facing (access, apps, EMR 
connection)

• Practitioner-facing (apps for clinical 
decision making, telehealth)

Genes and Biology
• Genetic disorders
• Epigenetics
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Mental Health
• Childhood trauma
• Mood disorders: depression, 

anxiety, bipolar, schizophrenia
• Behavioral: ADD, autism, 

learning abilities

Social and Economic Factors 
• Health equity & disparities: 

racism/antiracism, gender studies
• Access to care
• Environmental & physical influences: 

family, employment status
• Economic stability

Physical Environment
• Environmental & physical influences: 

family, employment status
• Epidemics
• Pandemics

Pediatric Workforce and Health 
Policy
• APRN practice: state scope of practice, 

Rx privileges
• APRN Education and training
• Access to care: ACA, Medicaid, CHIP, 

uninsured
• Advocacy: practitioners, inpatient, 

outpatient, marginalized populations
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