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Newsletter/Website Text for Immunizers and Health Care Professionals
Kids, They Think They’re Invincible; You Know They’re Not
Pre-Teens Need Vaccines Too
Vaccines are an important part of staying healthy at any age. However, despite recommendations from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) for routine adolescent immunization, vaccination rates among this group are low. Low vaccination rates means many adolescents are vulnerable to serious, sometimes life-threatening illnesses, including meningococcal disease, pertussis (whooping cough) and HPV. 
The National Meningitis Association (NMA) is a nonprofit organization founded by parents whose children have died or have been severely affected by meningococcal disease. Recognizing the importance of all adolescent vaccines, NMA recently launched an educational program to help raise awareness of the importance of adolescent vaccination in select states, identified in conjunction with CDC, where vaccination rates remain low. As part of this effort, NMA created www.preteenvaccines.org, a Web resource with important information about routine, catch-up and risk-based vaccines for adolescents as well as a tracker that parents can use to help ensure their children are up to date on recommended vaccines.

All immunizers and other health care professionals are encouraged to help spread the word about this important topic by sharing information about the program with your colleagues and patients. Please take advantage of the resources available at www.preteenvaccines.org to help increase immunization rates among adolescents in our state.
Newsletter/Website Text for the General Public
Kids, They Think They’re Invincible; You Know They’re Not

Know Which Vaccines Your Pre-Teens Need
Vaccines are an important part of staying healthy at any age. Even if vaccinated as an infant, there are vaccines that adolescents should receive to protect them from serious, sometimes life threatening illnesses. Health officials recommend that adolescents receive routine vaccines, including those for meningococcal disease or bacterial meningitis, whooping cough and HPV. 
For more information about vaccines your preteen should be getting, visit www.preteenvaccines.org, a website of the National Meningitis Association (NMA). NMA is an organization founded by parents whose children have died or have been severely affected by meningococcal disease. 
