I.  Role and Practice Issues
The PNP/APN/CNS† roles have evolved dramatically over the past 30 years. PNPs/APNs/CNSs now provide a variety of health care services to children and families including primary care, chronic and specialty care management, emergency department care, and management of the hospitalized child. Changes in the role and scope of practice require both continuing and new directions in research inquiry: to document quality-of-care issues; to obtain productivity data; to investigate the impact of emerging technologies; and to identify barriers to effective role implementation. 

Exemplars of priorities in this area include:

· Exploration of the:

· impact of reimbursement issues on practice;

· barriers to implementation of evidence into practice; 

· barriers to the adoption of new technologies into practice; 

· role and scope-of-practice issues in the intensive care unit or acute care area; 

· billing issues related to acute care practice; and

· relationships between acute care PNPs and CNSs  and with other nurses and physicians. 
