VI. Obesity
The increasing incidence of childhood overweight and obesity across the lifespan requires a greater understanding of multiple risk factors associated with obesity and evaluation of interventions to prevent or treat obesity. Effective strategies to reduce the burden of childhood and adolescent obesity across all racial, ethnic, and socioeconomic groups need to be explored. Studying the impact of obesity on the management of children with chronic and acute conditions also requires further investigation.

Exemplars of priorities in this area include: 

· Identification and testing of interventions to prevent or treat obesity in children.

· Exploration of:
· the relationship of child and adolescent obesity to risk factors such as chronic health conditions (e.g., asthma, arthritis), child abuse and neglect, mental health issues, and other health issues, and consequences of obesity on the management of the acutely ill child.

