V.   Children and Families Dealing with Acute or Critical Health Issues
In addition to providing primary care, NAPNAP members are assuming expanded roles in the acute and critical care settings. The clinical practice issues confronted in these settings include implementing optimal family-centered care, enhancing child and family coping strategies to deal with difficult situations, enhancing comfort and decreasing pain, and providing care that optimizes physiological function. 

Exemplars of priorities in this area include: 

· Assessment of the impact of early initiation and progression of enteral feedings on the prevention of secondary conditions in acutely ill children.


· Assessment and management of pain in children.

· Identification and testing of strategies to:

· help children cope with painful procedures and hospitalizations, including but not limited to: use of distraction, relaxation and imagery, storytelling, music;

· promote family-centered nursing interventions that facilitate optimal end-of-life care; 

· provide safe and effective sedation management in children (includes relationship between sedation management and outcomes); 

· promote overall comfort of hospitalized children; 
· promote parenting of the hospitalized child (e.g., attending to and supporting normal growth and development during prolonged hospitalizations); and 

· effectively partner with children and families during a hospitalization.
