IV.  Safety: Protecting Children from Disease, Infection, and Harm 

The provision of care that optimizes child and family safety in home, community, and health care settings is paramount in pediatric health care. Priorities in this category can address (a) safety directly (e.g., injuries, infections, maltreatment, or violence), (b) the environmental or system issues that impact safety of care delivered in pediatric settings (e.g., medication reconciliation, communication), or (c) the effective assessment and management of common acute and chronic childhood conditions. 

Exemplars of priorities in this area include:

· Identification and testing of strategies that:

· effectively reduce risk of childhood injuries and child maltreatment; 

· prevent nosocomial-acquired infections and injuries (e.g., infections in daycare centers and schools, skin breakdown, catheter-related blood stream infections, ventilator-associated pneumonia, falls, intravenous  infiltrations, and accidental extubation);

· improve health care provider communication patterns that impact patient safety (e.g., hand-off communication between providers or units and interdisciplinary communication); and

· improve systems or procedures that optimize patient safety for children and families in the acute care setting (e.g., medication reconciliation, computer confirmation systems to check for correct child–drug–procedure). 

· Development of child maltreatment prevention programs that could be incorporated into routine well child visits.

