III. Mental Health for Children and Families
Optimal mental health in individuals, families, and communities is a central goal.  Mental health issues include the domains of prevention, screening, early detection of problems, and treatment of mental illness. Included in these areas are priorities that address antecedents to mental health problems and strategies that prevent disruptions in mental health. Additionally, priorities that address youth with risk factors or complicated family situations such as adapting to foster care, special needs children, military deployment or reintegration, homelessness, incarcerated or impaired parents, or infants born at risk need to be considered.

Exemplars of priorities in this area include: 

· Identification and testing of strategies to: 

· address developmental, cognitive, and psychosocial challenges of infants born at risk;

· optimize management of behavioral problems;

· facilitate child and family coping and adaptation in acute care settings; 

· optimize mental health outcomes for at-risk children;

· promote optimal mental health of children and parents in complicated family situations; and

· identify and manage children with autism or autism spectrum disorders.

